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About this service:

In this ceremony,the Hebrew and English passagexonform to one anotherto the degreepossible.
Occasionallywheresomepoeticlicensehasbeentaken,the Hebrewand Englishretainthe sameessential
meaning. Thus, this servicediffers fundamentallyfrom many so-calledOcreative@ervices,in which

traditional Hebrew formulas, and the traditional theology they convey, are maintainedalongsidenon-

traditional English passagesvhich often contradictwhat is statedin the Hebrew. All liturgies of the

Polydox Institute strive for coherence and internal consistency.

The presentatiorof Hebrewpassageq a linear translationformat, with accompanyindransliteration,is
designedo provide maximumflexibility in the useof thetext. Thus,onemay chooseto readHebrew
only, Englishonly, Hebrewthen English (or vice versa),or juxtaposeHebrewand Englishon a more-or-
lessline-by-line basis.A preciselinear juxtapositionis maintainedto the degreepossible. However,in
some instancesdifferencesin syntax and the limitations of line spacedictate pairings that are not
translations of one another.

The OMusic@ueindicatessuggesteglaceswheresongs chantsor instrumentaimusicmight beinserted.
Therearealsosuggestionshroughoutregardingthe chanting/singingf certainHebrewblessingsandother
passages. Although the Hebrewin many of thesepassagess a reworking of the original, they can
generally be sung to traditional melodies with little or no adjustment.
© 2005, Polydox Institute
Dedication
This service is dedicated to the memory of my mother, Celia Reines. It is most fitting to do so for
nothing characterized her life more than OAffirmation.O Her every though and action affirmed exist:

she accepted its limits with extraordinary courage and joyous good humor.

Alvin J. Reines
1981
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A Chanukah Service of Affirmation and Freedom
(Notes by Dr. Robert Shafran)

A ChanukahServiceof Affirmation andFreedomis a ceremonypredicatedupon a re-conceptualizatioof
Chanukahas a solsticefestival of affirmation. As such, Chanukahaddresseshe fundamentalissue of
humanexistence: the struggleto achievemeaningfulexistenceThe solstice,that momentof time when
darknessis at its greatest,servesas a potent symbol of the inexorableuniversalforces that threaten
meaning. But it is a source of hope, as well, for it also marks the beginning of the return of light.

The rationalefor making Chanukaha solsticefestival is twofold. To beginwith, the Polydox Jewish
community possessethe innatefreedomto revise, re-conceptualizand otherwisealter or adaptexisting
holidaysandrituals to bestserveits needs Fixing Chanukahto the solsticemakesit rhythmic with the
dominantWesternculturein which mostof world Jewrylives. History providesa secondeason:thefirst
Chanukah, instituted by the Maccabees following their military victory, took place on the solstice.
the historicalrecordindicatesthatthe Maccabeesleliberatelystagedhefirst Chanukaton the solsticeasa
countermeasur® the pagansolsticerites that had beenimplementedn the Templeandwhich they were
seeking to displace in the hearts and minds of the people.

For amoredetailedanalysisof Chanukatasa SolsticeFestivalof Affirmation, the readeiis referredto OA
ConciseGuideto the Celebrationand Understandingf Chanukahthe Festivalof AffirmationOby Alvin
J. Reines, available from the Polydox Institute ( HYPERLINK "http://www.polydoxinstitute.org"
www.polydoxinstitute.ory




Music
Reader

The rainbow, taughtthe ancients,is the sign of a covenantaffirming the continuingchange
and worth of the life of earth.

Thus the rainbow covenant promises:

While the earth remains, Ule" om0 #$%+# & '( <)
Od kol yOmei ha-aretz
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, Pl < ¢ 1 -E)) I al
zera vOkatzir vOkor vachor
summer and winter, day and night, w! &+#l &+, *O#+, Ul <—/» GBS -,
vOkayitz vachoref vOyom valaila
shall not cease. 1,<2 /@ j#"3
lo yishbotu.

(Genesis 8:22)

So may we also seethe rainbow as the sign of a covenantof freedom,its many colors
affirming the diversity of humankind,and its harmonyaffirming their unity in liberty. On
this Festival of Chanukah we celebrate the covenant of earth and freedom.

Kiddush
Blessed is the wellspring of life, S*#i4 [> wbhe#A ) %71 2
. . Baruch ma-yan hachayim
whose creative power #A"#Al | 2 ©o @p<-U8 <-9"
asher kocho habOriati
fashions the fruit of the vine. /3 +  w#Al <"$102
borei pOri hagafen.
Blessed is the wellspring of life, S*#i4 [> wbh6#A ) %71 2
. . Baruch ma-yan hachayim
by whose power of creation #A O "#Al | 2 w @p<=! 2!1U8-9"
asher bOchocho habOria
we fashion *#Al'l 0#1> /> 6>9"
anachnu yotzrim
commandments of the heart 2 @ w,<— A%
mitzvot haleiv
and delight in them. /SG! 2*# ! .0l

vOrotzim bahen.

We have in love and favor taken w! '1>9 ¢ w,; /> (%,! 2 8<y)



(Sabbath and) the Chanukah Festival

as our possession,

a remembrance

of the goal of humankind.

For it is preeminent

among hallowed occasions,

a symbol

of the saving of humankind.

We have chosen freedom

and sanctified it

above all good things.

So have we sanctified
+,

(Sabbath and) Chanukah in love,

and in favor have we

taken it as a possession.

Blessed is the power of being

that hallows (Sabbath and)

Chanukah.

(Shabbat vO) chag hachanukah

50e!! ?1 w! ?9m "! 2
bOahavah u-vOratzo
31> & /> +>
nachalnu,
50! i/
zikaron
Fe(e"ow! H#H & = || &

IGtachlit ha-adam.
w @/ A )'1lw#H
Ki hu eit tOchilah
AU &

I®mikra-ei kodesh,

38<-Uk—#$" |

=1/
zeicher

*e(e"ow, )18 <#H &

lishu-at ha-adam.
2. 1'$ /> #

Ki cheirut bacharnu

1> 8<— BA-C ,0"t,

1> | />

vOotah kidashnu
/,0?0D w & 'A%
mikol hatovot.
1> 8<— BA-w! '1>9 ¢+, (! 2 8<—

(VOshabbat) vOchanukah kidashn

swo! ?9w ! 2
bOahavah,
S50e!! 2?1
u-vOratzon
1> & > +>
nachalnu.
W+ 9w w [><—71 | 2

Baruch ko-ach ha-havayah
+,,! 2 8<—w)8<$B - %
mOkadeish (hashabbat vC
fm! '1>9 ¢ w

hachanukah.



Reader

In the beginning of time the universe burst into being. Existence triumphed over
nothingness fullness was victorious over empty eternity. With the universe came order:
galaxies swirled in cosmic cadence; stars and planets joined together in rhythmic flow.

Reader and Congregation

Welive in auniverseof order,yet changeis its birthright andtime its heritage As the banks
of arushingriver guideits current,so doesorder shapechangeand mold time, but canhalt

neither. Earth,sharingin therhythmicflow, pursuesan ancientorbit aboutaripeningstarto

bring the seasons.Thus Chanukahcomesto us, a child of changeand a challengeof time.

In this seasorof Chanukahsummerf)la’ght hasdwindledto the darknesof winter; autumnO:
warm colors cool and vanish.

Reader

The darknesof winter betraysthe frailty of humankind,and pointsto the void thatthreatens
lifeOsmeaning. Still, though the boundariesof darknessOkingdom reach out in this

Chanukahseasonwe do not despair.Chanukahbringsthe promiseof hopeand revealsthe
strengthof light. Darknesssoonreacheghe limit of its rule, the crestof its power staysfor

but a moment.

Song

Life, lifeOs many, many, many seasons
Have their beauty, their beauty and reasons.
Links in a chain, a chain of days,

Promising tomorrows to yesterdays.

Links in a chain of days, in a chain of days,
Promising tomorrows to yesterdays, to yesterdays.
Promising tomorrows to yesterdays.

Promising, promising tomorrows to yesterdays.

Reader
Our lives mirror the greatuniversebeyond. As the firmament,to our gaze,is a vastblack

vault speckledwith fire, so may our lives appeardarkened,with only pinpoints of light
piercing the shadows.



Reader and Congregation

For humanlife is enclosedwithin a frameof vulnerability,andaworld of limitation encircles
us. Our desiresstrive to reachbeyondthe finite bordersof existencewithin which we are
destinedto live. We seekof theworld morethanit cangive; we seekof othersmorethanis
in their power; we seek of ourselves more than we have. Our desires thus return unar
and loose their force against the life that bore them and the world that denied them.

Reader

The roots of ChanukahOmeaningare revealedby Scripturein the allegory of Adam, a
dramaof ultimatedilemmain the life of Everyperson.In the humanbeginningis Eden,the
childOgaradisemadeof dreamsand innocencepf the unendingandthe unreal. Soonthe
daysof childhoodreachtheir close. From depthsthatwill not be silencedcomesa demand
of Adam to depart Eden, to journey outside paradise to the finite world of reality.

Reader and Congregation

The view from Edento the reality beyondits gatesis frightening. Thus Adam envisionsthe
demandto journey outside paradiseas a judgment againsthumankind,a curseimposing
morethanlife canbear. Born of terror, words sentencinchumankindto the careof hostile
nature arose in AdamOs soul.

Reader
By toil shall you eat of the ground w+E! & ="<A5B0R F! )! 2
BOitzavon tochalenah
all the days of your life. IGH—4 > #3$%t# &&—
kol yOmei chayecha.
Thorns and thistles I B ! (%, .0,
VvOkotz vOdarde
shall it sprout for you 70 & > #HA% . A
tatzmi-ach lach
and you shall eat eAl & =e"t,
; ; 3 vOachalta
the grass of the field. fmU@+— w?UH )! U"
et eisev hasadeh.
By the sweat of your brow G# < "I )a/ 2
BOzei-at apecha
you shall eat bread, ! & &8 ="<A

B tochal lechem,
until you return to the ground, >weY»(9" ew! &U"G 2?19 (! )



ad shuvcha el ha-adamah,

for from the ground you were taken; A /> | &W+EUJA% '

ki mimenah lukachta;
for dust you are, weA "Il 1 )L #I ¢

; ki afar atah,
and unto dust you shall return. [?219eA!! 1 )1 &U"+,

vOel afar tashuv.

(Genesis 3:17-19;
Reader and Congregation

No humanOBfe remainsalwaysfree of the view of life andworld given by AdamOwision
from Eden. AdamOswision knows no contentmentin paradisenor comfort in the world
beyondits gates. AdamOsision takesno pleasuren receivingasa child nor joy in giving as
a parent. AdamOsision finds no delight in respondingto lifeOsdemandsnor peacein
answering deathOs call. AdamOs vision sees birth as a curse and life as exile.

Reader

The dark vision of Adam revealsour deepneedfor the messageof Chanukah. Chanukah
proclaimsthat the joy of soteria is oursto reachdespitethe boundarieghat surroundand
limit our life in theworld. Chanukahthe Festivalof Light, teacheghatwe are potentfinites,
possessinghe fire to light the darkness.Chanukahthe Festivalof Affirmation, declaresour
power to affirm life and respond with joy to the mysterious question of our existence.
(*Soteria means Oultimately meaningful existence.O)

Reader and Congregation

The messag®f Chanukalhis a challenge For struggleand surrenderare part of living; work
andweaknes@arewoveninto the fabric of existencea neutralnatureproceedsndifferentto
our fate; and death is our common destiny.

Reader

The messagef Chanukahis a charge. For the joy of soteria,the lighting of darknessand
the affirmation of life [do not] cometo usby grace. They arecreationsof will andcourage
fashionedfrom the divine possibility ever beforeus. Chanukahcalls upon humankindto
respond to life with the will and courage to be.

Song
Only be strong and of good courage! . W"—,-6/9 d- !

Rak chazak ve-ematz.

(Joshua 1:7)

Reader



Beyondthe will and courageto be arethe will and courageto be free. Thusis freedomthe
messag®f Chanukahgalling usthroughthe voicesof the agesto integrity and authenticity,
to declardlive by] the beliefs we truly accepaffirm], to be the persons we truly are. So
the prophetsamongthe ancientlsraelites,fearing neither might nor mockery, reveal their
truths and themselves before kings and multitudes.

Reader and Congregation

Amos, ashepherdf Tekoa,camebeforethe peopleof ancientlsraelto deliver his prophecy
of justice and judgment against land and king.

Reader

IsraelOs punishment will be great upon them, prophesied Amos:

Because they sold the righteous for silver#AB! ;UK ' | 2* &1l =A% & )
Al michram bakesef tzadik,
and the needy for a pair of sandals; i#l & )6>11?2 1 )1 250# ?U"+,

vOevyon ba-avur na-alayim;
they trample upon the heads of the poor *#! @ B/@<+ 2*! 9" <—a w
hasOafim bOrosh dalir
and pervert the way of the humble. 11D6# *#i,+> | ) 7UIU(%,

vOderech anavim yatu.
Behold, | make a groaning under you *! =#$A /> A-#! )$% #! =<= "
w!EAwW

Hineih anochi mei-ik tach-teichem
as a wagon groans w! &+;! )ew-#! )eAINI!

ka-asher ta-ik ha-agalah

that is loaded down with sheaves. N#A%! )C! &we"! & % W

ha-mOlei-ah lah amir.

Flight shall fail the swift, 3&¢1A% KO#% (I 26"+,

vOavad manos mikal,

and the strong shall not exert his strength; @<>'.$J W"t#! "3 -+/ @@,

vOchazak lo yOameitz kochc
neither shall the warrior save himself, 3®! :6>L ! @%+# "3102j;+,

vOgibor lo yOmaleit nafshc

nor shall the bowman stand firm, 3(<% )6#"3 ,UdUNMT H : <+,
vOtofeis hakeshet lo ya-amod,
nor he that is swift of foot save himself. /L! @ %x#"3 # ! &+; !l 2& -#,

vOkal bOraglav lo yOmal

(Amos 2:6, 7:13-15)

Reader and Congregation



Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sentto Jereboamking of Israel, saying,OAmoshas
conspiredagainstyou in the midst of the houseof Israel. The land is unableto hearall his
words.O

(Amos 7:10)
Reader
For thus says Amos:
By the sword shall Jereboam die, ¥1 )1 2e1+# 1%+# 20l 2
Bacherev yamut Yaravam,

and Israel shall surely be led away w! &z;i# wW3+M &$" ¢!  Hi#+,

vOYisrael galoh yigleh
into exile out of this land. 08% ( "&! )$%

mei-al admato.

(Amos 7:11)
Reader and Congregation
Then Amaziahsaidto Amos, OOseer,go away! Fleeawayto theland of Judah. But never
again prophesy at Bethel, for this is the kingOs sanctuary, and the royal palace.O
(Amos 7:12-13)

Reader

Out of conviction born of freedom, Amos did not flee, neither did he cease to prophes

Then answered Amos, K0% ) 5! )646,
Vaya-an Amos,
and said to Amaziah: wH . %91 &U" 1U% 46,
vayomer el Amatzyah:
OYou say, I$% <~ A "<|

R . OAtah omeir,
OYou shall not prophesy against Israel, &$" ¢! Hj# & )"! ?+EA, "3N

OLo tinavei al Yisrael,

and preach not #AD |, "3+,

vOlo tatif



ayallist uie 1ivuse vl isaav.v N/~ WP ) . Lt ou }
al beit Yischak.0
But your land G , % ( "4,
vOadmat-cha
shall be given away by measure, -l @ A& 2B 2

bachevel tOchulak,

and Israel shall surely be carried captive w! &z;i# wW3+M &3$" ¢!  Hij#+,

vOYisrael galoh yigleh

from its soil. 0#% ( "&!' )$%
mei-al admato.
Let justice roll down like waters, L! < /@A% *i# J! '&B6Mj#+,
] VvOQyigal kamayim mishpat,
and righteousness as a mighty stream!O <|!/5¢ #$" & /> 6>! ' w - (!

u-tzOdakah kdnachal eitan

(Selection, Amos 7:14-17, 5:2¢
Reader and Congregation

Jeremiaha priestfrom the land of Benjamin,prophesiedo Judahfrom the thirteenthyearof
the reign of Josiah, son of Amon, until the time when Jerusalem was carried into exile.

Reader

JeremiahasAmos beforehim had prophesiedo the land of Israel,foretold the tragedythat
would now overtake the land of Judah.

Proclaim this in the house of Jacob, ?2<— )e# #! 2?1 2"<HHM w
Hagidu zot bOveit Ya-akov,

and announce it in Judah: 1<% &w (1 w# ?
wl#A% /@ w+,

vOhashmi-uha vihudah leimor:

Hear this, U< 1) %A@
Shim-u na zot,
O foolish and senseless people, ?1 & 5#%"t, &! =eK*l )
am sachal vOein leiv,
who have eyes but see not, 51" 1i#"3+,*0 w! & *ji#6># ! )
) einayim lahem vOlo yir-u,
ears, but hear not! 1) ¢% /@ j# "3+, *U w! & *j#6>/
oznayim lahem vOlo yishma-u!
This people has wt+#ew w—~0 w*! )! &+,

VOla-am hazeh hayah
a restless and rebellious heart; wU!0%1 I$I0K ? &



they have turned aside and gone off.

The wicked are found

among my people,

who lie in wait as hunters do,

and set a trap

to catch men.
As a cage is full of birds,

their houses are full of deceit;

so they become great and rich.

They grow fat and sleek,

they pass all bounds in wickedness;

they uphold not the cause,

the cause of the orphan,

that they might make it prosper,
and the rights of the needy
they do not defend.

An awful and appalling thing

has happened in the land:

the prophets serve falsehood,

and the priests profit through them,

leiv soreir umoreh;

/1=1 &l146,1! &K
saru vayeileichu.
#AJ! )1 21" %> #! '
Ki nimtzOu vOan
1 )9 |
rOsha-im,
SHAQ1-+#7 /@ "1 /OH#
yashur kOshach yOkushirr
HAD /@ % 17# FAw
hitzivu mashchit
11( <! &j# *#A/@*+>9"
anashim yilkodu.
0)"l &e% ?1& =! '
. . ; KichOluv malei of,
we% A% *#A"! & % *@#HPA! 28 '
kein bateihem mOlei-im mirmah;
/LA 9! )646,1& (+M3 '! & )
al kein gadOlu vaya-ashiru.
51, 1@! )1> %/@

Shamnu ashtu,

Yol #B1 1 2A(11 1 21 )*6M

gam avru divrei ra;

31>e(! "3 54#AB
din lo danu,
5*0,+# S5#AB
din yatom,
s1dp#! & .6#+,
vOyatzlichu,
#i>0#! 20U < /@ A%1
umishpat evyonim
/AL! : 9"3
lo shafatu.
welll | ) /@+, w J /@
} Shamah vOsha-arurah
JUle"! 2 moe t# o>
nih-yOtah va-aretz:
510-01 21 1"! 2i>*#A"# | ?+E w
han®vi-im nibOu vasheke

SAo#S(E# | & ) 1B liH *#



>9w! <— wot,

R . vOhakohanim yirdu al yOdeihen
Saying: OPeace! Peace!O NI*0&e0 *0&eIN | <861 &

leimor OShalom! Shalom!¢

when there is no peace. [*08¢9 5#$"+,

VOein shalom.

But what will you do at the end? ?2Ce#A9d "! &IH ) A w %l
Umah ta-asu IQacharitah?
(Selection, Jeremiah 5:20-31, 6:1
Reader and Congregation
Now when Pashchurthe son of Immer the priest, who was chief overseerin the Temple
heard Jeremiah prophesying these things, Pashchur beat Jeremiah the prophet, and
the stocks.
Reader

Yet the voice of Jeremiahwas not stilled on accountof that which had beendoneto him.

Faithful to himself and his beliefs, Jeremiahremainedsteadfastin his freedomand spoke
thusly to Pashchur:

You, Pashchur, 1o /@' : mw A "t
VOatah Pashchur,
and all who live in your house GUH ?2# ? |@<—# &<—=+,
) vOchol yoshvei veitecha
shall go into exile to Babylon, 3"07¢A & 1?1 ?1#! 20! 21=! &$A
tei-lOchu bashevi u-vavel tavo,
and there you shall die ,1%eA * 09+,
. vOsham tamut
and there you shall be buried, 511 ?2elAA* 0+,

vOsham tikaveir,
yourself and all your friends G#! ?29m<- & =%, w A "

atah vOchol ohavecha

to whom you prophesied falsely. NU-e1! 2*m! &e,"! 2j>! 1H9"
asher nibeita lahem bashaker.

(Jeremiah 20:6)
Song
Ma-oz Tzur?
Reader and Congregation

Mattathiaswasa priestin the city of Modin in the land of Judah. He dwelledtherewith his



five sons: John, Simon, Judas(called Maccabeus) Eleazar,and Jonathan. Antiochus
Epiphaneswho aboveall cravedpower, becameking of the Greekempire,which claimed
sovereigntyover Judah. Antiochus conqueredEgypt and went up againstJudahand
Jerusalenwith a greatarmy. He enteredthe sanctuarythere,andtook all its holy gold and
silver objects, among them the golden altar, and all its hidden treasures. Antiochus
massacrednany Judeanand spokewith greatarrogance. Yet he did not forbid the Judeans
to practice their religion.

Reader

Two yearspassedand after this Antiochuswrote to his whole kingdom that they shouldall

be onepeople,the Greekpeople,andpracticeonereligion, the Greekreligion. The Judeans
mustgive up their own religion or die. The holy booksof the Judeansvere burned,and
thosewho stayedfaithful to their religion werecondemnedo death. When Mattathiassaw
the blasphemous things that were done in Judah and Jerusalem, he said:

OWhywas| born to witnessthe ruin of my peopleandthe holy city, andto sit by while it is
given into the handsof enemies? Her househascometo be like a man dishonoredher
glorious vessels are carried away captive, her adornment has all been taken away; ins
free woman, she has become a slave.O

(Selection, | Maccabees 2:6-1:

Reader and Congregation

The kingOsofficers who were forcing the Judeansto give up their religion came to
Mattathias@ity Modin, to makethe peoplethereoffer sacrificesto the Greekgods. They
saidto Mattathias,OYouarea ruler, illustrious and greatin this city; andupheldby sonsand
brothers. Now, be the first to comeforward and carry out the kingOsommand. Thenshall
you andyour sonsbe numberedamongthe friends of the king; andyou andyour sonsshall
be honored with silver and gold, and with many gifts.O

Reader

As with the prophetsbeforehim. So greatwerethe will and courageof Mattathiasto be free
that life enslavedcould not be endured. Mattathiasthen answeredhe kingOofficersin a
loud voice:

Olfall the nationsin the kingOslominionsobeyhim andforsakeeachof themthereligion of
their forefathersandchooseto follow (the kingOspommandsnsteadyet| andmy sonsand
my bortherswill live in accordanceavith the agreemenof our forefathers. We will not obey
the message of the king, or depart from our religion to the right hand or to the left.O

As Mattathiasceasedspeakingthesewords,a Judearcameforward in the sightof all to offer
a sacrificeuponthe altarin accordancavith the kingOsommand. WhenMattathiassawhim
he wasfilled with zealand his heartstirred. He wasrousedto angerandran up andslewthe
Judearuponthe altar. At the sametime he killed the kingO®fficer who wastrying to force
the Judeans to sacrifice. Then Mattathias cried out with a loud voice in the city and sai

OLeteveryonewho is devotedto our religion and who would maintainthe covenantfollow



me.O

And he and his sons fled to the mountains and left all they possessed in the city.
(Selection, | Maccabees, 2:15-2

Song

Come together, let our song
Praise the saving power.
Freedom midst the raging foes,
Was our sheltering tower.
Though in force they assailed us,
FreedomOs call availed us.

Its reward broke their sword,
When our own strength failed us.

Children of the Maccabees,
Whether free or fettered,

Sing out bravely all your songs,
That life may be bettered.
YourOs the message cheering,
That the time is nearing,

Which will see each one free,
Tyrants disappearing.

Reader and Congregation

Thusdid the war of the JudeansagainstGreektyranny begin, in dedicationto authenticity
andintegrity. Many battleswereto be fought,andmanyliveslost. Still thewill andcourage
of the Judeango be free prevailed. When Mattathias@ime cameto die, JudasMaccabeus
becamethe leader.UnderJudasthe Judeangut the enemyto flight andthey retreatedrom
the land of Judah. Judas and his brothers then said:

OBeholdur enemiesare vanquishedjet us go up to purify the sanctuaryand rededicatsit.
And all the army wasgatheredogether,andthey wentup to Mount Zion. And theyfound
the sanctuarydesolatedand the altar polluted, the doorsburnedup, weedsgrowing in the
courtsasthey do in awood or on somemountain,andthe priestOguarterstorn down. And
they tore their garmentsand madegreatlamentation. They coveredthemselvewith ashes,
andfell on their faceson the ground,and soundedhe ceremoniaktrumpets,andcried out to
heaven.

Then Judas appointed priests that were without blemish. And they built the sanctuary
interior of thetempleand consecratedhe courts. And they burnedincenseon the altar,and
lightedthelampson the lampstandandtheylightedthetemple. And they aroseearly on the
twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, Kislev, [that is, Decembeitwenty-first, the solstice,Jand
offered sacrifice upon the new altar which they had made. And they celebratedthe
rededicationof the altar for eight daysand offered burnt offerings with joy, and offereda
sacrifice of deliverance and praise.O

(Selection, | Maccabees, 4:36-5!



Song
How good and how pleasant it is 1 )+> we%l ?20Lw  %uw i BAw

Hinei mah tov umah na-im

when people dwell together I(eb+#*6;* | ) ew,! 2?U8
shevet ha-am gam yachad.

in harmony.
Reader

In this seasonthat seesthe shortestdays of the year, when the shadowsof darknessare
longest, we come togetherto celebrateChanukah,the Festival of Affirmation. Joining
together in cosmic harmony, sun and earth bear witness to lifeOs perilous nature.

Reader and Congregation

The challengeand struggleof Chanukahareall about. We find everywherethe boundaries
that surroundand limit our lives. Uncertaintypervadesxistenceandrisk liesin all things.
Time and events flow beyond our control, sweeping us swiftly on a surging tide.

Reader

The Sage truly speaks:
Humankind born of woman we TA" (1&+#* ("

Adam yOlud ishah
Is of few days, and full of disquiet. =< )1 2 HL*#A%+#!! . -

KOtzar yamim u-sOva roge:

We come forth like a flower, "o+l
KOtzitz yatza
and wither; &¢Ji46,
vayimal;
We flee as a shadow, & F! ' ¢ ! 2?46,
Vayivrach katzeil
and continue not. /(0% )6# "3+,
vOlo ya-amod.
(Job 14:1-2)

Reader and Congregation
We seekthe infinite, to be free of the burdensof time and space. Yet our effortsto possess
within ourselvesall that we would desireare confounded. Our bodiesbetrayour wish for
self-containment, nature lays bare our insufficiency.

Reader



Though it is that the conflict betweenthe finity of life and the infinity of desireis our
heritage,we do not despair. For given aswell arethe power of mind and spirit to heal that

which is divided within us.

Reader and Congregation

Thus the heavensn this seasorpoint to ChanukahOsternalmessage. Darknessdoesnot
prevail; light returns. Humankind,finite thoughit may be, canyetin triumph affirm lifeOs

value.

Rejoicing in the will and courageto be free, on this Festival of Affirmation, we

declare lifeOs promise of meaning, and rededicate ourselves to its abiding worth.

Blessed is the source of life,

ground of being,

by whose power we kindle

the light of Chanukah

Blessed is the source of life,

ground of being,

by whose power we have abided

and have endured

to reach this festive season.

=+

Reader
S#i4 [> wl0- %71 2
Baruch mOkor hachayim,
sw+#+, 9w w,! 2AK
sibat ha-havayah,
S#A-# & ( % 1> "0>0d 21U8<-9"
asher bOchocho anu madlikin
fw! '1>9 ¢ &UBL &>
neir shel Chanukah.
*#i4 [> wl0- %71 2
Baruch mOkor hachayim,

2AK
sibat ha-havayah,
1>#i4 /> @>02 2108<-9"

asher bOchocho chayinu

Ao,

sw+H#+ 9w w !

1> %64 -

vOhitkayamnu

/[m—0 W5 %+0® &1>! )6MAw

vahiganu lazOman hazeh.

EPILOGUE



Reader

We dedicateChanukahto the children,to our own childrenandto ourselvesaschildren. We
dedicatethis Festivalof Affirmation to our progenyandthe progenyof othersneverknown,
to thoseunited by community, and those united by visions of the future that reveal the
saving possibilities of the fleeting present.

Reader and Congregation

We give Chanukahto the childlike, and ask gifts of innocencein return; glimpses of
simplicity; moments of spontaneity; faith in life renewed.

Reader
We devote Chanukah to the children; as a gift that is part of ourselves.
Reader and Congregation

Together we will affirm lifeOs meaning; together we will share the warmth and values tl
give life worth.
Reader

There is joy in being. There is joy in the simple and childlike. There is joy in feeling fr:
our spiritsandin our lives. Thesetimesof joy arefor usto treasuremomentsof delightto
remember; to wish that others, too, will know and share them.

Reader and Congregation

Momentsof joy comenot asrewards,fruits of neitherwork nor effort. The comeasgifts,
pleasuresrom mysteryOslepthsderived. Joy revealsthe world as light, challengingthe
darkness in our lives, bringing meaning and hope.

Reader

May the memoryof joys we haveknown, andthe prospeciof pleasureso come,give usthe
clearnesof vision to seeourselvesasbelongingto this world, with a rightful placein the
order of life.

Closing Song
Shalom chaveirim, F#Al | ?29¢ *0848<

Shalom chaverim,

|Ohitra-ot. /0! Aol &

IOhitra-ot.
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